
for beginning
readers
HCLS Children’s Instructors & Research 

Specialists are always available to assist parents 

in choosing the right materials to instill a love of 

reading as a child gains mastery.  

 

Remember the Five Finger Rule

Have your child:

• Choose a book that looks interesting.

• Read the second page. 

• Hold up a finger for each word he or she is 

not sure of, or does not know. 

If your child uses all five fingers, you should 

choose an easier book.

 

TIP: One way to help a beginning reader is to 

read them the story first and then have them 

read it back to you at a later time.
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FROM THE HCLS COLLECTION

Easy Readers (Call number ER) 

From authors David Adler to Harriet Ziefert, there 

are more than 2,000 stories to capture the interest 

of new readers. 

 

Readalongs 

Listening to a story refines listening skills and helps 

to build comprehension. Use these pairs (book and 

CD) to improve the ability to remember what the 

story is about and better understand the meaning.  

 

BOB Books (Call number BOB BOOKS) 

These books start the earliest readers with carefully 

chosen letter sounds, words, and short sentences. 

Each set has a different purpose and range of 

difficulty.

Guided Reading Levels (Call number GRL)  

This collection supports the Howard County Public 

School System's Guided Reading curriculum. The 

school curriculum relies upon the Fountas and 

Pinnell text levels that are used in guided reading 

lessons and assessments. These non-fiction 

materials allow the youngest readers to Read to 

Learn as they Learn to Read.  

 

To find guided reading leveled books, search 

hclibrary.org as follows:

• In the (all formats) box, SELECT Books.

• In the “What are you looking for?”search  

box, TYPE “Guided Reading Level X,” where X  

is the level A through P you want. 

 

hclibrary.org

410.313.7750
 

For more Howard County Public School System 

parent resources: www.elaparentsupport.weebly.com 
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