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Whg Dcsignatc a Natural Area?

* Get people OUTSIDE!
* Enjoy MD’s natural heritage

* Recognize unique areas

» Wildlife & Heritage
Service

e State Parks
e State Forests

* Land Acquisition &
Planning

* Aquatic Programs

* Maryland Geological
Survey



What is a Natural Area?

* Voluntary recognition

* Exemplary natural
features

- Geology
- Natural Communities
- Rare Species

* Sustainably managed

* County, State, Federal &
NGO properties

Patuxent River Park by Kerry Wixted
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ALLENS FRESH, CHARLES COUNTY

The expansine marshes of Mlcsa Frish hure paddiees upstrvam in
pursuit of + habl cagle or ey sy nerhesd, s hemn slking
the shareline for prey, e perbage the rise of 2 el perch or 2
i of 3 meethrn river cter sbling crwn 8 marsh bask. Vsitors
it the dimiesahiegs b of tid sl slinity o they procad
putrvan, Heackish tadal marshes of condgras traesition 1 frvid
tidal mearabes of wibd rice, rice cutgrase and pickerelwvel. The
e tide cxpomes sasedy mudillate that provide habitat for the
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Endangered) anl the rarv witlaeed Somee, speegy lophotoxsrpen
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Sorents of cherryhark sk, o maple, blackgurs soed mevetigem.
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water quality of the Potomac River el uhizoaicly the Cheaapeske:
Barby A chemial
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State sl managed by the Mary bed Park Servace.
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Triumphant Return

Bubd cagles s copreys are o sbudant in Alless Frooh and
sk the dboevline of Charles Corasty, bt thin wasm't by the
cane, The widespeead sow of DT ased anganochlarine peaticides

i the i 19004 e 1 8 severe dclin i the wussbers of bukd

and ey i the United States, The chemicals be
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and in 2007 & was delistedl.
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armbo, the bakd eagle peotecied wmder the 1LS.
e Protection Act, and both the bald cagle sndd
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Directions
Frums Waldorf: Take US 301 (Craim Highway ) south
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(Cranesvi

* 15,000 yr old boreal p
* Cool plants

e Swamp

eat bog

Sundew by K. Wixted



Crancsvi"c 5wamP g |

X

* Larch, spruce & Northern Saw-whet Owls

Photos by: K. Wixted

Swallow Falls a
* MD’s largest waterfall
* Old growth hemlock

|
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Swallow [Falls Y,

* Northern bird species

Pine siskin by Linda Tanner, WC

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker by Dfaulder, Wikimedia
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| ostland Run ",

* Old growth forest

Photos by: Kerry Wixted




(Cat Rock/Bob’s Hill g}

! Photos by: K. Wixted
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* Allegheny Woodrat
* Bobcats & porcupines

Photo by: Gary Kramer, USFWS

Photos by: D. Kazyak
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Soldiers Dclight gh !

* Globally rare serpentine savanna

* >25 rare species

Photo by: W. Tyndall ; 1 e ; 8 Photo'by: Bill Sherman

Soldiers Dclight "W,

* Globally rare serpentine savanna

* >25 rare species




Jug Bag Wctlands 5anctuary

e Wild rice marsh

e Sora & other marsh birds

Photo by: Rob Bole CC by NC 2.0

Jug Bag Wctlands 5anctuar3

e Wild rice marsh

Sora by: USFWS

* Reptile & amphibian diversity

Marbled salamander by: Kerry Wixted

Osprey chick by: Kerry Wixted
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Fotomac Gorgc g !

* Over 60 rare species!

e Waterfalls & scour areas

ntucket Shadbush by: Kerry Wixted
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Potomac Gorgc ",

e Wildflowers!

Wild Blue Phlox W ‘; " Virginia Bluebells

10



Battle Creek Cyprcss 5wam!:> gh "

e Northernmost bald
cypress

e Red turtlehead
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* Treefrogs abound
* Cypress Sphinx Moth

Photo by: Charlene Nutter
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Allens Fresh

* Brackish>fresh water
marsh

* Bald Eagle hotspot
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f:ishing Bay g !

e Tidal, brackish marsh

Photo by: Lynn Davidson
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Mi"ington & Andover Flatwoods g (1

* Carolina bays

* Amphibian hotspots

b o { i
“Photo by W/ Tyndall

Skimmer |sland ",

* Colonial Waterbird breeding site

* Closed during breeding
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Skimmer lslanc] g (N

* Colonial Waterbird breeding site

* Closed during breeding

LI AT TNl
By Dan Pancamo CC

Skimmer |sland ",

* Replenishment

* Horseshoe crab breeding
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North E_ncL Assatcaguc
e Birds, birds & birds!

Photos by Kerry Wixted
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(areen Run Woods

¢ Old Growth Maritime Forest
® Beach Plum

* Brown-headed nuthatch
- 3 W T
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* Inclusion of new sites

* Interactive maps

* Continued
management
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| endYour Support!
Chesapeake Bay & Endangered Species Fund

SUPPORT NON-GAME WILDLIFE
é_g,,‘“.“ﬁﬁ?fl—ﬁ!‘.’o CHECK LINE 35 TODAY
SE SN e [

Questions?

Kerry Wixted
Kerry.wixted@maryland.gov

dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/NaturalAreas/home.aspx

¥ MARYLAND

DEPARTMENT OF
ZZ——="NATURAL RESOURCES
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