
1

From Mountains to Sea: 

Maryland Natural Areas

Kerry Wixted

Wildlife and Heritage Service

In the Beginning…

Dave Brinker
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Why Designate a Natural Area?

• Get people OUTSIDE!

• Enjoy MD’s natural heritage

• Recognize unique areas 

Team Approach 

• Wildlife & Heritage 
Service

• State Parks

• State Forests

• Land Acquisition & 
Planning

• Aquatic Programs

• Maryland Geological 
Survey
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What is a Natural Area?

• Voluntary recognition

• Exemplary natural 
features

– Geology

– Natural Communities

– Rare Species

• Sustainably managed

• County, State, Federal & 
NGO properties

Patuxent River Park by Kerry Wixted

Natural Areas Map
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Natural Areas Guide

Cranesville Swamp

• 15,000 yr old boreal peat bog

• Cool plants

Photos by: TNC

Sundew by D. Kazyak

Sundew by K. Wixted
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Cranesville Swamp

• Larch, spruce & Northern Saw-whet Owls

Photos by: K. Wixted

Swallow Falls
• MD’s largest waterfall

• Old growth hemlock
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Swallow Falls
• Northern bird species

Appalachian tiger swallowtail by K. Kunte

Pine siskin by Linda Tanner, WC

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker by Dfaulder, Wikimedia

Lostland Run 
• Old growth forest

• Wildflower diversity

Photos by: Kerry Wixted
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Cat Rock/Bob’s Hill

• Quartzite outcrops

Photos by: K. Wixted

Cat Rock/Bob’s Hill

• Allegheny Woodrat

• Bobcats & porcupines

Photo by: Gary Kramer, USFWS

Photos by: D. Kazyak

13

14



8

Soldiers Delight 
• Globally rare serpentine savanna

• >25 rare species

Photo by: W. Tyndall Photo by: Bill Sherman

Soldiers Delight 
• Globally rare serpentine savanna

• >25 rare species

Photos by: Kerry Wixted
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Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary
• Wild rice marsh

• Sora & other marsh birds

Photo by: Rob Bole CC by NC 2.0 

Sora by: USFWS

Jug Bay Wetlands Sanctuary
• Wild rice marsh

• Reptile & amphibian diversity

Marbled salamander by: Kerry Wixted

Osprey chick by: Kerry Wixted
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Potomac Gorge
• Over 60 rare species! 

• Waterfalls & scour areas

Photo by: Kerry Wixted 

Nantucket Shadbush by: Kerry Wixted

Magnolia Warbler by Cephas

• Wildflowers!

Potomac Gorge

Photos by: K. Wixted

Sessile Trillium

Wild Blue Phlox Wild Pink Virginia Bluebells
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Battle Creek Cypress Swamp

• Northernmost bald 
cypress

• Red turtlehead

Battle Creek Cypress Swamp

• Treefrogs abound

• Cypress Sphinx Moth

Photos by: K. Wixted

Photo by: Charlene Nutter
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Allens Fresh

• Brackish>fresh water
marsh

• Bald Eagle hotspot

Fishing Bay

• Tidal, brackish marsh

• Birding hotspot!

Photo by: USFWSPhoto by: Lynn Davidson

Photo by: NY Gov
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Millington & Andover Flatwoods

• Carolina bays

• Amphibian hotspots

Photo by: W. Tyndall

Photo by: R. H. Wiegand

Skimmer Island

• Colonial Waterbird breeding site

• Closed during breeding
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Skimmer Island

• Colonial Waterbird breeding site

• Closed during breeding

By Dan Pancamo CC BY-SA 2.0 

Skimmer Island

• Replenishment

• Horseshoe crab breeding
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North End- Assateague
• Birds, birds & birds! 

Photos by Kerry Wixted

Photo by: USFWS
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Green Run Woods

• Old Growth Maritime Forest

• Beach Plum

• Brown-headed nuthatch

Future of Natural Areas
• Inclusion of new sites

• Interactive maps

• Continued 
management
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Lend Your Support!

Chesapeake Bay & Endangered Species Fund

Questions?

dnr.maryland.gov/wildlife/Pages/NaturalAreas/home.aspx

Kerry Wixted

Kerry.wixted@maryland.gov
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